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Maritime cluster and ports PORTS

There is a difference between port users 
(customers) and port service providers who 

contribute to port attractiveness 



Schematic view of a container terminal
(Meersmans & Dekker, 2001
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Optimization concerns all terminal operations 

Terminal operations 
Seaside operations Yard operations                Landside operations
Peak and low activity ? Congestion vs overcapacity ? Congestion on roads ?
Infrastructure investment needed?      Broadening of the scope of activities    simplification of administrative 
procedures ?





Increasing multimodality – What are 
the key issues

- Reduce and simply administrative burdens for non-road 
transport

- Incentivise the use of multimodal supply chains 

- Cooperation on information exchange

- Encourage private investment in terminal development 
(Article 6 of Regulation)



Increasing multimodality – How can the 
European Institutions help

- Simplify reporting procedures – Focus revision of 
Reporting Formalities Directive on a harmonized data set

- Create incentives for multimodal transport – Revision of 
Combined Transport should focus on incentivizing 
combined transport operations

- Targeted and focused funding for infrastructure 
development where there is a real added value



Thank you for your attention 


