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Greening Freight Package: for Combined Transport 
 
 

The industry association of European Combined Transport, UIRR, looks forward to the 
Greening Freight Package1 of legislative proposals unveiled by the European Commission 
yesterday, on 11 July 2023. The European freight transportation sector has long been 
anticipating the proposals, which extend to 

 The revision of the Combined Transport Directive, 
 The revision of the Weights and Dimensions Directive of commercial road vehicles, 
 The new Regulation CountEmissionEU, and 
 The new Regulation on Rail Infrastructure Capacity Management. 

 
The adoption of the Greening Freight 
Package came almost exactly 15 years after 
a package called Greening Transport was 
launched in July 20082. The 2008 Greening 
Transport Package has been far more 
extensive, however not all of its contents 
were successfully legislated: the Energy 
Taxation Directive, for instance, has 
remained in the legislative mills ever since.   
 

As indicated in the graph, the impact of the 
2008 Package has been modest when 
judged from the perspective of the greening 
of transport. UIRR will enthusiastically 
contribute to the legislative process of the 
Greening Freight Package with the hope to 
develop new laws that will have a robust 
impact.  
 

Freight transportation offers countless opportunities for improvement. Contemporary 
door-to-door Combined Transport for instance is 40-70% more energy efficient, while 
leaving behind a carbon footprint that is 60-90% smaller than the presently still dominant 
unimodal long-distance trucking – as shown in a study published by the CT4EU campaign3. 
Door-to-door Combined Transport not only solves the energy efficiency and carbon 
intensity issues of long-distance trucking, but also effectively resolves the driver shortage, 
the NOx, PM10, ozone and noise emissions of trucks, as well as meaningfully contributes to 
reducing road congestion, accidents and infrastructure degradation. 
 

Door-to-door Combined Transport could realistically triple its performance until 20504 if 
the regulatory framework is correctly revised. The legislative proposals of the Greening 
Freight Package are all interrelated also with the TEN-T Regulation presently under 
revision, which presents a unique opportunity for a holistic legislative approach making 
things better for the economy and the environment. 

* * * 
1 https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/green-deal-greening-freight-more-economic-gain-less-

environmental-impact-2023-07-11_en  
2 https://www.ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEMO_08_492 
3 https://www.ct4eu.eu/studies#fileset16  
4  http://uirr.com/en/media-centre/press-releases-and-position-papers/2022/mediacentre/2404-press-release-

zero-carbon-ct-delivers-cheapest-decarbonisation-.html  

 
 

 

Ralf-Charley Schultze 

 

“When it comes to inland freight 
transportation, the greening 
challenge has a single affordable, 
low risk, and high efficiency 
solution, which is door-to-door 
Combined Transport. Recognising 
this, the European Union Member 
States and the European 
Parliament members should enact 
new and effective rules that result 
in more Combined Transport.” – 
stated UIRR President Ralf-Charley 
Schultze. 

 

Who is UIRR?  
Founded in 1970, the International Union 
for Road-Rail Combined Transport 
(UIRR) represents the interests of 
European road-rail Combined Transport 
Operators and Transhipment Terminal 
Managers.   
Road-Rail Combined Transport (CT) is a 
system of freight forwarding which is 
based on efficiently and economically 
inserting electric rail into long-distance 
(road) transport-chains through the use of 
intermodal loading units (ILU).  
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