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Transport of dangerous goods:
European legislation prevails imevewecordeaby ainwpiese

The outcome of the survey conducted by the
| European Commission’s work group on the need
. to amend the European legislation regarding
the transport of dangerous goods following the
accident in Viareggio which determined the [talian
authorities to tighten the control of single wagon
loads will be macde public soon. The conclusions
might divide the railway world into two sides, on
the one side those who find the current legislation
satisfactory and on the other side, those who
want its revision. Railway Pro wanted to know what CER’s position
was on this matter and our call was answered by Libor Lochman,
Deputy Executive Director of the organisation, responsible with the

coordination of ERA’s activities.

L ibor Lochman has graduated from
the University of Transports in
Zilina and has been working at
Prague’s Institute of Railway Research for
7 years. Since 200S, he has been coordi-
nating the implementation of the ERTMS
standard on Pan-European Freight Corri-
dor E being familiar with the regulations on
freight transport safety.

Railway Pro: Mr. Lochman, do you con-
sider that tightening controls on the trans-
port of dangerous goods, recently imple-
mented by the Italian authorities, should be
extended Europe-wide?

Libor Lochman: Any railway safety
measures must strictly be managed at the
European level. Applied on a purely nation-
allevel, the ANSF decision might result in a
shift from rail to road concerning the trans-
port of dangerous goods. Instead of using
rail as the safest mode of transport, more
and more explosive liquids, gas and other
dangerous goods will be loaded on trucks
and shipped through motorways.

The ANSF initiative should have been
first presented to the European institutions
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and other national safety authorities to
avoid potential competitive disadvantages
for European rail freight. They would decide
whether the ANSF measures are adequate
and do at all enhance the railway safety.

Railway Pro: How do you value the
European legislation which relates to the
transport of dangerous goods by rail?

Libor Lochman: The European regu-
lation for the transport of dangerous
goods (RID) should be considered as
appropriate. The RID has been incorporat-
ed in the EU legislation in 1996; in its part
1, chapter 1.4.2 detail responsibilities of
each actor are set, in particular those of the
consignor, the filler, the loader, the packer,
the tank-wagon operator, the consignee,
and of course also those of the carrier (Rail-
way Undertaking) and of the Infrastructure
Manager. This document regulates the ac-
tivity of each railway institution involved in
the transport of dangerous goods.

Railway Pro: How do you compare this
legislation with the legislation regarding the
transport of dangerous goods by road?

Libor Lochman: There is no significant
difference between the basic European
legislation regarding the transport of dan-
gerous goods by road and by rail. The major
difference is in the approach to the railway
safety that is in hands of national safety au-
thorities who are in a position to impose na-
tional measures. This is not common to the
road transport sector where the European
legislation prevails.

..the fact that road transport is
fess safe than rail transport shall
be reflected in rules”

Railway Pro: How can the transport of
dangerous goods by railway in international
traffic be stimulated in order to increase this
type of transport from road to rail?

Libor Lochman: First of all, safety
measures for railway operation have to ap-
ply strictly on European level; there must
be no unnecessary obstacles created at
the borders between EU Member States.
Secondly, the fact that the road transport is
- by an order of magnitude - less safe than
the rail transport, shall be reflected in the
rules restricting dangerous goods transport
by trucks through urbanised areas.

When applying these two principles not
only the transport of dangerous goods will
reach higher safety level, it will also be more
environment friendly.

Railway Pro: What do you think about
the value of taxes for this particular type of
transport, compared to those applied to the
use of the road system and other modes of
transport?

Libor Lochman: The taxation is a
very sensitive issue and should be applied
with a high care; it is in the hands of local
governments and thus can significantly

change balance between the transport
modes at national level.

Railway Pro: What measures would
CER recommend for the harmonisation
of national legislations with the European
standards in what concerns the transport of
dangerous goods by rail?

Libor Lochman: Strictly harmonised
European approach is needed and has to
be consistently supported by the European
Commission, the rail sector, and the
national safety authorities.

Any proposal for new safety measures
should first be consulted with the European
Commission (European Railway Agency)
and the rail sector. All measures should be
treated as the European recommendations,
which should be applied across the
European Union and supersede any
national measures.

I nepeaogka onacHbIX Pefiayoait [Ipo noxeaaa ysHatb o3uuuio -_

TOBaPOB: EBPO“E%CKOQ 1IEP (CER) no panHOMY BOIIPOCY OT

Anbopa Aoxmana, 3am. McmoaunTeapHOro
3aKoHOAATENbCTBO AOMKHA /AHpeKTOpa OPraHM3alluH K OTBETCTBEHHbII
pacnonoratb NePBEHCTBOM

ynpaBAeHueM ACﬂTeAbHOCTCﬁ OTHOCsIIIHEeCs K
EPA (ERA).

PesyabTaThl paccaepoBaHHs paboueit
rpynnbt EBponerickoit Komuccuu B naane
HEOOXOAMMOCTH H3MEHEHHs! eBPOMefCKOro
3aKOHOAQTEABCTBA KACATeAbHO MEPeBO3KH
OMACHBIX FPY30B, BIOCAEACTBUH aBapHH B
Buapeaxno, MocAe KOTOPOii HTAAbSIHCKHE
BAQCTH Y)XeCTOYHAH KOHTPOAb KOAOHH
H30AHPOBAHHBIX BATOHOB, GYAYT OTAQIIEHbI
B CKOpPOM GyAyIiieM, YTO BO3MOXKHO PA3ACAHT
MHPIKA HUABR AQECPATE ROTOPRLK BCE 0OABLIE B3PHIBOOIACHBIX BEUECTS,
yCTpauBaeT HbIHAIIHEE 3aKOHOAATEABCTBO U ra308 H APYTHX OMACHBIX TOBAPOB GYAYT
Te KOTOPbie AOGMBAIOTCS €ro NEPeCMOTPEHHS.  TpaHCIIOPTHPOBAHBI IO ABTOAOPOTaM. M

Should national measures be exception-
ally and temporarily applied, these need to
be discussed with the bodies mentioned
above in order to avoid any competitive
disadvantages for the rail business.

O¢nunaspnoe anno L[EP cuuraer yro
At06asi Mepa 110 6e3011aCHOCTH XA AOAXKHA
6bITh IPUMEHEHA B CTPOTOM PEXHME, HA
eBpoTIeicKoM ypoBHe. I1pu npumeHeHuH
TOABKO Ha HALJHOHAABHOM yPOBHE, peuleHHe
AHC® (ANSF) MoxeT 06ycAOBHTb TIEpexoA
TOBapOB ¢ KA Ha aBroAoporax. Bmecro Toro
4TO-0BI BOCIIOAB30BATBCS JKA CEKTOPOM,

B KaYeCTBE CaMOT0 HAAGKHOIO CPEACTBA,

In the following issues, Railway Pro will
resume the approach of this topic with the
intention of knowing the position of the
national regulatory bodies, as well as that of
dangerous goods transport carriers.
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