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The business sentiment within the European Combined Transport Community turned slightly
negative for the coming 12-month period. The main factors behind were the severely
deteriorating infrastructure conditions of running intermodal freight trains, which are not
limited to Germany, coupled with a lacklustre economic growth and the difficulties in the
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November 2025: a global monthly container record

January 2026

Global container volumes in November 2025 reached an impressive 16,6 million TEUs, Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/global-
ranking it as the third-highest month in what has already been an exceptionally strong monthly-loaded-container-record-november-2025
year. Volumes were up 7% compared with November 2024 and 12% versus 2023.

Maritime intermodal freight transport developments continue

January 2026

Intermodal expansion: through its logistics subsidiary Medlog, MSC acquired Seaway’s Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/msc-and-cosco-
intermodal division, which moves over 400 trains per year in Australia. Cosco at the continue-global-intermodal-expansion

same time acquired 80% of the shares of Konrad Zippel Spediteur, a German

intermodal operator active with rail connections between the ports of Hamburg and

Bremerhaven and Berlin, Leipzig and Schkopau.

The intermodal loading unit of preference, the role of the semi-trailer

February 2026

The European Union is targeting a 30% modal share for rail and inland waterway  Link: https://www.virr.com/web-news/future-loading-
transport over distances greater than 300 kilometres by 2030. Can the ubiquitous semi- units-european-combined-transport-what-role-semi-
trailer, the workhorse of the road, be the key to delivering the desired modal shift? trailer

Ukraine wants more trailers on rail

February 2026

There is growing interest in rail solutions for transporting semi-trailers from Ukraine to Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/interest-semi-
Europe, as driver shortages and war-related uncertainties have increased. There are an trailers-on-rail-ukraine-growing

increasing number of services on offer already.

399 new intermodal wagons for Spain

February 2026

399 newly built intermodal wagons were placed into service in Spain: The 80' and go' Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/399-
wagons are intended to carry all standard container types on the Iberian network, while intermodal-pocketwagons-spain

the T4000 wagons are specified for the transport of semi-trailers within Spain.

European rail freight is not in a simple crisis, it’s in a full decline

January 2026

Over the past couple of years, the narrative around European rail freight was one of Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/european-rail-
stagnation. Data from Eurostat is now showing that this is no longer the case: itisa ~ eiaht-not-stagnating-its-fully-declining

full-on decline in basically every Member State.

Could Combined Transport replace the single wagonload production system?
January 2026

Single wagonload (SWL) traffic serves industries that cannot fill complete trains. Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/could-ct-
Across Europe, this segment faces an existential crisis. While governments pour replace-swi

billions into subsidies, the fundamental structural problems remain unaddressed.

Before investing in preserving single wagonload operations, policymakers must

confront a fundamental question: could Combined Transport simply replace SWL?

Unaccompanied CT: the lifeline for European island residents and economies
March 2026

Shippers, transport operators and Members of the European Parliament came Link: https://www.linkedin.com/posts/uirr_key-role-
together to discuss the role of unaccompanied Combined Transport in supporting the ~ of-trallers-and-containers-in-supplying-activity-
economies of island nations and island residents by providing an efficient connection TAIISOEILEA s NORY

to the EU Single Market.

Intermodal freight: a driving force for small towns and municipalities

April 2026
Intermodal freight transport is not just a development direction for sustainable Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/intermodal- -
logistics... the industry has repeatedly proven to be a driving force for modern industry industry-driving-force-small-towns-and-municipalities

and services, and the availability of container terminals is a significant advantage.

European Combined Transport in a wait-and-see mode

March 2026

The Combined Transport industry in Europe saw a slight deterioration in its Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/european-
performance in the fourth quarter of 2025. Nevertheless, the total annual output in combined-transport-remains-wait-and-see-mode
2025 exceeded that of a year earlier.
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Could the Combined Transport Directive amendment survive?

January 2026

The European Parliament rejected the “withdrawal of the Combined Transport Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/combined-
Directive revision proposal”. The EU Council will also have to decide on whether or not transport-directive-might-survive-after-all

to continue the legislative process.

The new TEN-T is beneficial for Combined Transport

March 2026
The European Combined Transport Community supports the adoption of amendments Links: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/changes-ten-t-

to the TEN-T Guidelines Regulation (Regulation 2024/1679), which address a number ~ requlation-beneficial-intermodal-transport
of key industry concerns. Main lines and terminals should be upgraded to technical
parameters needed for every form of intermodal rail freight.

Combined Transport and the energy crisis: an opportunity

March 2026
Combined Transport was formally incorporated into the European transport thinking Link: https://www.uirr.com/press-releases-
during the oil crises of the 1970s. The present-day energy crisis, caused by the wars in publications/press-release-energy-crisis

Ukraine and Iran, present the opportunity of relying on a proved solution provider in
Combined Transport to EU policymakers.

Rising diesel prices: not a big risk for Combined Transport

March 2026

The growing diesel prices are not an immediate cause for alarm for door-to-door Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/rising-fuel-
Combined Transport since both pure-road and rail transporters are facing the same prices-no-large-crisis-ct

challenge.

Serbia to rebuild 1.200km of rail until 2035

February 2026

Serbia plans to build or modernise 1.219 kilometres of railway over the next decade, Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/serbia-wants-
according to the national strategy “Serbia 2030". The ambitious plans will provide a build-over-1200-km-railway-2035

modernised network in the landlocked Balkan country.

Portugal reduces track access charges for freight trains

March 2026
Freight train operators in Portugal will have reduced increases in the track access Link: https://www.uirr.com/web-news/portugal-limits-
charges (TAC). The infrastructure manager (IP — Infraestruturas de Portugal) released track-access-charges-increase-freight

an updated version of the network statement for 2025, 2026 and 2027.

MFF 2028-34: the transport sector asks for more European funding

February 2026

Europe’s transport sector strongly urges the EU Member States to strengthen Link: https://www.uirr.com/joint-statement-press-
European funding for transport under the future EU budget. A robust European  [eleases-publications/open-letter-eu-transport-
transport network is of crucial importance in responding to Europe’s strategic budget

objectives, making adequate European support to the sector more pertinent than ever.

Only with strong and state-of-the-art transport infrastructure at its core, will Europe

be able to ramp up its resilience and military preparedness, reinforce its industrial

competitiveness and safeguard its supply chain sovereignty.

North America: Q1.2026 intermodal freight stagnates

April 2025

During Q1.2026, cumulative North American rail freight volume reached 8,24 million Link: https://www.aar.org/data-center/
units, an overall increase of 1,8% compared to the same period in 2025. The net

intermodal shipping landscape was nearly flat, pacing 0,12% lower than the previous

year due to domestic U.S. inventory adjustments.
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André Bottcher has been appointed as the new Head of Sales/Marketing and Purchasing at Deutsche
Umschlaggesellschaft Schiene-Strafse (DUSS) mbH. He succeeds Peter Hirsch, who is stepping down
after more than 13 years of successful service in the position. André. Béttcher brings extensive industry
experience to the role to ensure continuity in the company's business partnerships.

Streem and its subsidiary Ermewa, one of Europe’s leading freight railcar lessors, are entering the next
phase of their corporate development. Peter Reinshagen is moving to Streem as Business Development
Director. As part of a long-term succession plan, Cyrille Guyon is taking over as Managing Director of
Ermewa as of February 18, 2026. Bernhard Hoffmann is joining Ermewa’s Executive Management as
Chief Commercial Officer (CCO). Read more. Peter Reinshagen became President of UIP in May: Read more.

Michail Stahlhut has been appointed as the new CEO of the Dutch service provider Rail Innovators Group
(RIG). The former Hupac CEO and UIRR Board Member brings his extensive leadership experience to
accelerate RIG's growth and expand its overall European presence across its four rail freight and logistics

. ' subsidiaries. read more.

Dirk Steffes has been appointed as Managing Director of Kombiverkehr KG, sharing leadership
responsibilities alongside Heiko Krebs. He succeeds Armin Riedl, who is stepping down at the end of June
2026 after more than 30 years at the helm, though Riedl will remain in an advisory capacity until mid-
2027. In his new role, Dirk Steffes will oversee sales, corporate communications, and human resources,
bringing extensive international experience from senior roles at DB Cargo, TX Logistik, and Mars Inc.
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Key Dates & Events

Baltic Rail's publishes its 2025 results. Traffic through Baltic Rail’s terminals grew by 19% during 2025.

CargoBeamer opens new connection between Liége and Domodossola.

Transformation of CFL port services into CFL cargo Belgium.

Combiberia plays a key role in the implementation of the European Combined Transport agreement in Spain, acting as an integrator of
intermodal rail transport.

Contargo beteiligt sich an Cargo-Center-Graz Logistik & Contargo Gbernimmt PortShuttle & Contargo erweitert batterieelektrische
Lkw-Flotte auf 9o Fahrzeuge & Neuer Binnenschiffs-Linienverkehr: Ludwigshafen - Moerdijk (NL)

Joint CO, study by duisport, the Port of Antwerp-Bruges, Fluxys and Chane was presented at CCUS event at Haniel.

Now an official Network Partner of R2L - Roadraillink.

Port of Marseille Fos, CNR and VNF launch a new aid scheme to support and develop river container transport between Fos and Lyon.
Strategic cooperation agreement with Adria Port Zrt. to further develop a sea-rail connection between Trieste (IT) and Hungary.

Hupac supports the Save Combined Transport campaign and petition.

Interporto Bologna SpA and Condominio Interporto have begun renewing the access control system at the Bologna Interporto.
Pilot project, together with Kombiverkehr, Transcoopog AG, DUK Dorpen and Wecon.

LTG Cargo updated the Green Kilometer Calculator. & Lithuanian generators for Ukraine successfully reached the country by rail.
METRANS signed a contract with Hilal Trans strengthening THEIR partnership and opening the next phase of cooperation.
Acquisition of Seatruck, Naviland Cargo strengthens its Navitrucking network and completes its road transport offering.

Interview of Managing Director Tristan Ziegler in GNTC’s newsletter on the figures and the group's vision.

OBB Rail Cargo Group (RCG) once again achieved a “B” rating in renowned CDP rating, placing the company above the global average.
Agreement with CLdN to sell its UK and Ireland (UKI-trade) door-to-door and quay-to-quay cargo business.

Nouveau plan de transport : les liaisons ferroviaires reliant Toulouse et Bordeaux a Lille opérées depuis le terminal de Dourges, Delta 3.

“Riding the new Verona — Rostock Rail Route”. & Growth in transatlantic transport activities.

Report on activities in the ORF magazine Wien heute from 08.02.2026.

Launched a new painting line alongside the manufacture of an 18 x 4 x 4 m electrical room.

FP1 MOTIONAL demonstration with CFL: seamless, cross-border, and multimodal travel in Europe isn't a distant dream, it's a reality.
Review of the first Shimmns wagon built for the Spanish market — TRAMESA.

Discussion on railway innovations with Jean Castex (CEO of SNCF Group) and Franck Leroy (president of Région Grand Est).

Modalis becomes MODAL Group. & Modalis is one of the main investors in the 5 public ports in Moselle and Meurthe-et-Moselle.
eCMR: By 2027 all EU authorities will be legally required to accept digital transport data.

Strengthening Intermodal Transport in Spain with 399 New Wagons.

3.-5.6.26 —Barcelona (ES)
9-11.06.26 —Karlsruhe (DE)
9-11.06.26 —~London (UK)
10-12.6.26 —Jandw Podlaski (PL)
30.06-2.7.26 —Birmingham (UK)
6-10.7.26 —Toulouse (FR)
1.-2.9.26 =Stockholm (SE)
7-9.9.26 —Baku (AZ)

22-25.9.26 —Berlin (DE)
22-23.9.26 —Brussels (BE)

F&L Conference

Connecting Europe Days

FIATA World congress
Europe-Asia Intermodal Logistics
Green Logistics Expo

Railway Days Summit
CT4EU-MLSZKSZ: Central Europe Intermodal

Conference
Multimodal Transport & Transit Forum
Intermodal Market Place

SIL Barcelona

VDV Jahrestagung 2026

1¢4. International Railway Summit

Intermodal Poland

Multimodal

World Conference on Transport Research (WTCR)
Nordic seminar (UIRR)

Black and Caspian Freight Forum

InnoTrans 2026

Trimble Insight Europe 2026 (Transporeon Summit)

23-25.9.26 —Istanbul (TUR) -
28.9.-1.10.26 —Brussels (BE) -
8-9.10.26 -Milano (IT) -
14-16.10.26 —Duisburg (DE) -
14-16.10.26 —Padova (IT) -
20-21.10.26 —Bucharest (RO) -
29.10.26 —Budapest (HU) -

17-19.11.26 —Batumi (GE) -
25.11.26 —Bruges (BE) -

UIRR SC - 31 rue Montoyer - B-1000 Brussels (BE) - Tel: +32 2 548 78 9o - E-mail: news@uirr.com - Website: www.uvirr.com - Editor: UIRR



https://www.ermewa.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Press-Release-Ermewa-Organisation-February-2026.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/welcome-to-the-team-peter-proud-to-share-7466029447071105025-A66x/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADOnNjoBkZuRbUwbExHcX-wBL5ZhdFymtok
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/michail-stahlhut-9bb53180_railinnovatorsgroup-raillogistics-railfreight-share-7467339496041381888-fsJr/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADOnNjoBkZuRbUwbExHcX-wBL5ZhdFymtok
https://railmarket.com/news/business/54874-kombiverkehr-appoints-dirk-steffes-as-managing-director-from-june-2026
https://www.balticrail.com/8275/
https://www.cargobeamer.com/detail/cargobeamer-opens-new-connection-between-liege-and-domodossola
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/cfl-multimodal_cfl-cc-be-activity-7426663778391547904-COkn?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://combiberia.com/espana-aplica-el-acuerdo-europeo-de-transporte-combinado-que-cambia-para-las-empresas/
https://combiberia.com/espana-aplica-el-acuerdo-europeo-de-transporte-combinado-que-cambia-para-las-empresas/
https://www.contargo.net/de/ueber-uns/aktuelles/detail/contargo-beteiligt-sich-an-cargo-center-graz-logistik/
https://www.contargo.net/de/ueber-uns/aktuelles/detail/contargo-uebernimmt-portshuttle/
https://www.contargo.net/de/ueber-uns/aktuelles/detail/contargo-erweitert-batterieelektrische-lkw-flotte-auf-90-fahrzeuge/
https://www.contargo.net/de/ueber-uns/aktuelles/detail/contargo-erweitert-batterieelektrische-lkw-flotte-auf-90-fahrzeuge/
https://www.contargo.net/de/ueber-uns/aktuelles/detail/neuer-binnenschiffs-linienverkehr-ludwigshafen-moerdijk-nl/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/duisport_%F0%9D%97%AA%F0%9D%97%B6%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%97%B4%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%B9%F0%9D%97%B6%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B4%F0%9D%98%81-%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%96%F0%9D%97%A2%E2%82%82-%F0%9D%97%A7%F0%9D%97%BF%F0%9D%97%AE-activity-7440344495684083712-hXLK?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACI1JDQBZyYKGPuDlVkFRNNKRR9A3YgYmOQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/east-west-intermodal-logistics-plc_intermodaltransport-raillogistics-roadtorail-activity-7429900793631145984-PSCn?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.marseille-port.fr/actualites/soutenir-et-developper-le-transport-fluvial-entre-fos-et-lyon
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/gysevcargo_gysevcargo-adriaport-strataezgiaiegyaesttmahfkaemdaezs-activity-7431966522337599489-K7zU?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/hupac-group_savecombinedtransport-savecombinedtransport-activity-7425090727518384128-26TJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.interporto.it/rinnovo-del-posto-di-controllo-accessi-dell-interporto-di-bologna-a1100
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/transcoop09-ag_schiene-intermodalverkehr-kombinierterverkehr-ugcPost-7428431849892270080-yngP?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ltgcargo_ahsaliejikilometrai-tvaresneiateiafjiai-ltgcargoveahsa-activity-7421485579210731520-ks5S?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://ltgcargo.lt/en/naujienos/generators-donated-by-lithuania-to-ukraine-successfully-reached-the-country-by-rail/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/metrans-as_metrans-trkservice-intermodaltransport-activity-7417585195505078274-J49b?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACI1JDQBZyYKGPuDlVkFRNNKRR9A3YgYmOQ
https://rle-group.com/sites/default/files/2026-02/cp_rle_acquisition_de_seatruck_vf_en.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/novatrans_transport-logistique-multimodal-activity-7440326538547593216-CYSd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACI1JDQBZyYKGPuDlVkFRNNKRR9A3YgYmOQ
https://www.railcargo.com/en/news/2026/from-transfer-verona-wuppertal-to-transfer-verona-duisburg
https://www.samskip.com/samskip-agrees-to-sell-to-cldn-its-uk-and-ireland-quay-to-quay-and-door-to-door-freight-business/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/t3m_le-plan-de-transport-%C3%A9volue-activity-7434160836463497217-OgYj?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACI1JDQBZyYKGPuDlVkFRNNKRR9A3YgYmOQ
https://www.vandervlist.com/en-us/riding-the-new-verona-rostock-rail-route
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/vandervlisttransportgroup_thepowertocare-activity-7432355881079549952-4O56?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/hafen-wien-umschlagplatz-f%C3%BCr-waren-aus-aller-share-7426921463070212096-F4fD/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADOnNjoBkZuRbUwbExHcX-wBL5ZhdFymtok
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/equimodal_equimodal-ingenieraeda-salaselaezctricas-activity-7415346672903647232-FtFo?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACI1JDQBZyYKGPuDlVkFRNNKRR9A3YgYmOQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/hacon_fp1motional-transformmobilityforeveryone-activity-7433103276260171776-SzpS?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACI1JDQBZyYKGPuDlVkFRNNKRR9A3YgYmOQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/greenbrier-europe_greenbriereurope-tramesagaa-railfreight-activity-7430268021031452672-VlbE?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACI1JDQBZyYKGPuDlVkFRNNKRR9A3YgYmOQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/lohr-group_lohractus-lohr-sncf-activity-7431736816703094784-Iq18?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/modalis_modalis-group-launches-its-own-rail-business-activity-7429954651766034433-InfR?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/logistique-grand-est_une-filiale-de-vnf-et-un-op%C3%A9rateur-priv%C3%A9-activity-7422976741960298496-YoJl?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/transporeon_ecmr-efti-supplychain-activity-7432741327164903424-uKnC?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACI1JDQBZyYKGPuDlVkFRNNKRR9A3YgYmOQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/vtg_intermodaltransport-sustainability-t4000-activity-7416766054280065024--eA4?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEN94qoBpuC5ZfrC2AuCTdvHdoUILRqvyLU
https://www.silbcn.com/en/
https://www.vdv.de/vdv-jahrestagung.aspx
https://dataedgemedia.com/international-railway-summit/
https://intermodalinpoland.eu/en/intermodal-in-poland-2026-congress/
https://www.multimodal.org.uk/visit
https://www.wctr2026.fr/
https://www.rdl.group/conferences-en/
https://www.innotrans.de/en
https://www.transporeon.com/insight?utm_source=linkedin-post&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=event%20insight%20europe%202026%20en&utm_id=cmp-01716-m1k2z&utm_content=registration_open_insight_europe_social_media_post
https://www.europeanfreightleaders.eu/upcoming-dates/
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/main-events/connecting-europe-days-2026_en
https://fiata.org/fiata-world-congress/
https://www.transportcorridors.com/11434
https://greenlogisticsexpo.it/dal-14-al-16-ottobre-2026-alla-fiera-di-padova-la-quarta-edizione-di-green-logistics-expo-il-salone-internazionale-della-logistica-sostenibile/
https://railwaysummit.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/mlszksz_logistics-intermodal-supplychain-activity-7450567156586455040-7Bsr?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADOnNjoBkZuRbUwbExHcX-wBL5ZhdFymtok
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/mlszksz_logistics-intermodal-supplychain-activity-7450567156586455040-7Bsr?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADOnNjoBkZuRbUwbExHcX-wBL5ZhdFymtok
https://www.rdl.group/conferences-en/
https://www.portofantwerpbruges.com/nl?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_1Q-CGRPmme_PY9Oc3NV3mFc25F6T7oAcSL8ML2yfoPqMK7TpU3jaA5qEu3U-sva5CE8bFWMVw47tszmqvinLRdyBOPQ&_hsmi=137318944&utm_content=137318944&utm_source=hs_email
mailto:news@uirr.com
http://www.uirr.com/

